
Late spring is an excellent time 
to visit the nature reserve as 
it bursts forth with renewed 
life - yellow flag iris and pretty 
pale pink water violets bloom 
along the waterways and 
hawthorn’s delicate flowers 
line the pathways.

Come summer vivid 
purple loosestrife 
and Southern marsh 
orchids provide 
plenty of colour.

65 bird species are 
known to breed on 
site. The air is filled 
with beautiful flying 
insects including 
small tortoiseshell 
butterflies, buff-tailed 
bumblebees and azure 
damselflies amongst 
many others. 
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As early autumn dawns you 
might catch a grass snake 
basking in the last of the 
summer sun, whilst on the 
water bodies ducks including 
shoveler and teal go about 
their day-to-day business. 

If you venture into the 
woodland you might 
witness a roe deer 
bounding away or perhaps 
hear the loud, abrupt 
‘check’ call of a great 
spotted woodpecker.

Witness hundreds of birds 
return during spring 
as they migrate here to 
breed. Some to look out 
for include blackcaps, 
whitethroats, garden 
warblers and swallows. 
Wetland specialists such 
as garganey also make 
an appearance.POTTERIC  

CARR  
Nature Reserve

Get in touch
Call :  01302 570077
Email:  potteric.carr@ywt.org.uk
Find us:  DN4 8DB

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 
is a local charity working 
to protect and conserve 
Yorkshire’s wild places and 
wildlife for all to enjoy.

We care for 95 nature 
reserves throughout 
the county and run 
loads of events so that 
everyone can get out and 
experience wild Yorkshire 
for themselves.

It is thanks to the fantastic 
support of our members, 
volunteers and supporters 
that we are able to continue 
with this work.

Why not join us?
Joining is easy! From a small 
amount a month you can support 
Yorkshire’s wildlife and wild places 
and get involved with loads of fab 
activities and events. Visit  
www.ywt.org.uk or ask a member  
of staff for details.  

Opening times
Nature Reserve
9am to 5.30pm in summer*
9am to 5pm in winter

Car park
Wanting to stay later? Arrive 
before 5pm and park in the 
overflow car park and stay 
until dusk!

Shop
9.30am to 5.30pm in summer*
9.30am to 5pm in winter

Kingfisher Tearooms 
11am to 5pm in summer
10am to 4pm in winter

* Summer: April 1st – October 1st

Help us look after Yorkshire’s wildlife
No dogs or bikes please, they can disturb 
and harm our wonderful wildlife.

Admission charges apply; free of charge 
to Yorkshire Wildlife Trust members.

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust is registered in England No. 409650 and is a registered charity No. 210807

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR  
at Potteric Carr Nature Reserve
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Bittern

Winter is the busiest time 
on the lakes and ponds 
at Potteric, with lots of 
wetland birds present. 
Bitterns are regularly 
sighted, as are many ducks 
and geese. 
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If you’ve brought along your kids or grandchildren then 
don’t miss out on the Discovery Room, open during 
weekends and in the school holidays and packed full with 
wildlife-themed books, games and crafts. Activity bags and 
kids trail guides are also available for our younger guests – 
please ask at reception for more information.

Free parking is available by the entrance  
of the nature reserve.

Regular volunteer days are held on site to 
help with the management of the wonderful 
habitats and species found here.

We have a jam-packed events 
programme, ask at reception 
for more details.

If you want to find out more about anything you see, ask one of our Roving Rangers, who would be happy to help. 

Finally, before you go, don’t forget to call in 
at our shop to stock up on bird feed from Vine 
House Farm or pick up that specialist book to 
hone your knowledge ready for your next visit! 

Photography credits: Cover image, View of Café and  
View over the lake – Matthew Roberts. Blackcap – Amy Lewis.  
Hawthorn blossom – Richard Burkmarr. Kingfisher –  
Malcolm Brown. Buff-tailed bumblebee – Vicky Nall.  
Grass snake – Richard Bowler. Shoveler, Roe deer and  
Great spotted woodpecker – Elliott Neep (NeepImages.
com). Bittern – Philip Watson. Enjoying Potteric Carr – Tom Marshall.  
Birdwatching – Zsuzsanna Bird. Little egret – Martin Batt. Fly agaric –  
Jo Meays. Starling murmuration – Jim Horsfall.

HIDE NAMES

 1 Decoy Lake Hide
 2 Loversall Pool Hide
 3 Beeston Hide

 4 Willow Pool Hide
 5 Old Eaa Hide
 6 Decoy Marsh Hide
 7 Childers Hide
 8 Cottage Drain Hide 
 9 Duchess Hide

 10 Hawthorn Bank Hide
 11 St. Catherine’s Hide
 12 Piper Marsh Hide
 13 West Scrape Hide
 14 Roger Mitchell Hide
 15 Viewing Screen

POTTERIC CARR NATURE RESERVE  

Trail Navigation Map

FACILITIES  
at Potteric Carr

Explore the mosaic of habitats 
and wonderfully diverse wildlife 
at Potteric Carr by picking one 
of the four trails, many of which 
are suitable for wheelchairs  
and pushchairs. 

Then after your walk, stop at 
the Kingfisher Tearooms for a 
cream tea!

For a better view of the 
wildlife, stop in one of the 
many hides, which offer 
excellent vantage points.

View over the lake

Enjoying Potteric Carr

Birdwatching

View of the café

LOOKING AFTER 
Potteric Carr Nature Reserve

The Trust with the help of volunteers work to ensure 
the variety of habitats here are maintained. Some of this 
work involves reed cutting, this is carried out on a 10-year 
rotation with different blocks cut on each year of the cycle. 

The grasslands are managed through a conservation 
grazing programme using Highland cattle and Hebridean 
sheep to allow the less competitive species to establish. 
Hay cutting also occurs in some areas to remove nutrients 
to improve the grassland for wildflowers. 

In the woodland some areas are coppiced and other trees 
are thinned out to let more light through to the woodland 
floor and encourage woodland flowers to grow. 

Footpaths and benches are also 
maintained to ensure guests enjoy a 
pleasant visit!

Fly agaric

Little egret

Little egrets are small white herons which first 
appeared in the UK in 1989 and have become a 
fairly regular visitor to Potteric Carr since 1996.

Look out for the 
colourful display of 
fungi in the autumn.

‘Carr’ is derived from the Old Norse ‘hjarr’ meaning swamp; now indicating a wetland.

Starling murmuration

Come winter you may be lucky enough to watch a true 

wildlife spectacle as tens of t
housands of starlings 

gather and fly together in sy
nc before they 

roost down for the night.

TIMELINE
43AD - 410AD

Romans attempt 
to drain 

the site to 
create rich 
agricultural 

land.

The site 
is part of 
the royal 

Hatfield Deer 
Chase.

Coal seams from 
Rossington Colliery 
undermine the site, 
causing subsidence 
and creating marsh 

areas and open water.

13ha are acquired 
by Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust 
and managed 
for nature 

conservation.

1700AD 1951AD 1968AD 2005AD1849AD

The Great 
Northern 
Railway is 
built across 
the Carr.

A further 
75ha extension 

takes the 
total size of 
the nature 
reserve over 

200ha.

2014AD

Another 
60ha to 
come!


